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This information guide is a supplement to the campus student handbook and student 

code of conduct.  Please refer to the applicable student handbook, student code of 
conduct, and district policies for additional information.   

 
Students attending the RISE Program located on Yoakum Independent School District 
campuses abide by the student handbooks, student code of conduct, and Yoakum ISD 

policies for the duration of their participation in the Multi-District program.  These 
documents in their entirety may be viewed at www.yoakumisd.net.  

 
This guide may also be viewed electronically at www.dlsec.org.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Si no puedes leer esta carta, por favor comuníquese con Dewitt-Lavaca 

Special Education Cooperative y pregunta para hablar con la oficina de 

servicio personal. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.yoakumisd.net/
http://www.dlsec.org/
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RISE Multi-District Program 
 

 

 

Philosophy 

The Multi-District program is committed to accepting the unique and diverse challenges involved in enhancing 

the learning objectives of all of our students.  We will provide the students a learning opportunity where they 

can participate in research-based instruction, behavioral management strategies, and social skills curriculum in 

order to make behavioral and academic progress under the guidance of well trained staff in a supportive 

environment.  We will also support the needs of our students to have self-advocacy skills, good work skills, self-

care skills, knowledge about their community and the ability to entertain themselves in recreation and leisure 

activities. 

Regardless of the length of time a student is enrolled, each student will leave the Multi-District program 

knowing how it feels to be successful.  The primary goal of the Multi-District program is to improve behavior, 

social skills, and then focus on academic learning and independence while meeting the physical, social, and 

emotional needs of the students. 

 

Mission 

The mission of the Multi-District program is to provide a high quality educational program to students with 

special needs that will promote academic success through specialized instruction and enable them to achieve 

their highest levels of independence as adults through real, rather than simulated, experiences and 

environments.  Further, the Multi-District program provides guidance, direction, and support to the DLSEC staff, 

to the Member District staff, and to the families of the students we serve.   We believe all students should 

receive every opportunity for maximal participation in the community now and in the future. 

 

Goals 

1. The student will be provided the opportunity to access grade level curriculum at the prerequisite skill 

level through specialized instruction. 

2. The student will be provided opportunities to develop skills to achieve their maximum level of 

independence.   

3. The student will be provided opportunities to engage in vocational experiences both in the classroom 

and community.   
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To the Parents/Guardians and Students, 

 

Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year!  The Reaching for Independence through Support and Education (RISE) Program is 

committed to providing instruction in both academics and life skills that are appropriate to meet the unique needs of all of 

the students we serve.   

 

The RISE Program will continue to utilize the Unique Learning System curriculum as well as InVEST (Individual Vocational 

Education & Skills Training).  Both of these opportunities have yielded amazing benefits and results for our students in the 

previous years!  The RISE program will not only build upon the success and progress from last year, but it will also enhance 

the benefits to our students by incorporating the “Life Skills” component into instruction.  

 

The administration and staff want this year to be educational, engaging, exciting and successful for all students.  This can 

only happen if we work together as a team; so we value your open communication and support.  

 

The RISE program is based upon the 3C’s – commitment, consistency, and caring.  We are committed to providing a 

consistent quality program in a caring learning environment that is appropriate for helping all of our students achieve their 

greatest individual levels of success and independence in school and in life after school. 

 

This information guide will furnish helpful information specific to the RISE program.  If at any time you have any questions 

or concerns regarding this information or information that is not addressed within this guide, please feel free to contact the 

Multi-District administration. 

 

Again, welcome to the RISE program.  This is going to be a great year! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Tessa Sanchez 

Multi-District Programs Principal  

 

 



 

  9 
 

  



 

  10 
 

ADMISSION 
The RISE Multi-District Program works in coordination with the twelve school districts that make up the DeWitt-
Lavaca Special Education Cooperative.  A student is considered for the Multi-District Program as an alternative 
instructional setting when the educational needs of the student exceed the level of resources available in the 
home district.  The Admission, Review, and Dismissal (ARD) committee may make recommendations regarding 
the most appropriate educational setting for a student with special needs. 
 
The RISE program is intended for students who generally have disabling conditions in the areas of intellectual 
disabilities, autism, multiple disabilities, and other health impairments with the severity in the moderate to 
severe range.  RISE students access grade level TEKS through the pre-requisite skills due to their significant 
cognitive delays. 
 
When the ARD committee places a student in the RISE program, it creates a more restrictive setting and 
identifies a student who will eventually graduate through their Individualized Education Program (IEP).  
Therefore, decisions about appropriate placement must be individualized and made with great care and 
deliberation, particularly when those decisions are made early on in the student’s academic career. 
 
Students who are placed in the RISE program are generally functioning at significantly lower levels than their 
same-age general education peers.  On standardized tests of ability, achievement, and adaptive behavior, they 
have standard scores that indicate a moderate to significant cognitive disability.  These students learn at a 
slower rate and have difficulty transferring skills learned between classroom settings and natural environments.   
 
The amount of skills learned by students in the RISE program are limited by rate of learning and years left in 
school.  Students placed in the RISE program may have difficulty retaining previously learned skills and may 
require longer periods of time to recoup losses in skills they have previously been taught. 
 
The purpose of the RISE program is to provide students with an education that will enable them to achieve their 
highest levels of independence.  
 
DLSEC RISE administrative staff will review documentation relating to student’s progress and make 
recommendations to the ARD committee regarding student’s most appropriate education setting in the least 
restrictive environment.   

 
ANNUAL EVENTS 
The DLSEC works with various organizations to provide several events throughout the year for RISE students.  
The list of events typically held for RISE students includes the following: 

 Christmas Program and Party 

 Easter Egg Hunt 

 Reel Fishin’ 

 High School Prom 

 Graduation & Awards 

 
ATTENDANCE 
RISE students are subject to the attendance policies of their home district and campus. 
   
Attendance for Multi-District students is collected by the Multi-District Programs Administrative Assistant and 
reported to the home district for PEIMS (Public Education Information Management System) reporting.   
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When a RISE student is absent from school, his/her parent must send a signed and dated note regarding the 
student’s absence to the child’s teacher on the day of return.  In the case of medically related absence, a note 
from the attending physician indicating the date the child may return to school and describing any restrictions 
the child may have upon return to school should be provided to the classroom teacher.   
 

Late Arrival 
A RISE student who arrives to school after the school day has begun must bring a note regarding the reason for 
the tardiness and must be signed in with the teacher by a parent/guardian or other emergency contact person 
listed on the Student Enrollment and Health Information form.   
 

Release of Students from School 
RISE students who must leave school before the end of the school day due to illness, doctor/dentist 
appointment, or other reason, must be signed out with the child’s teacher by a parent/guardian or other 
emergency contact person listed on the Student Enrollment and Health Information form.  Students must be 
signed out with the child’s teacher to depart from a school event with someone other than school staff on 
school transportation.   
 
If the student returns to school the same day, he/she must be signed back in with the teacher by his/her 
parent/guardian or other emergency contact person listed on the Student Enrollment and Health Information 
form.  A signed and dated note from the parent/guardian will be required regarding the reason for the absence.   
Identification may be required of anyone who comes to remove a student from school.   
 

CALENDAR 
RISE students will follow the Yoakum ISD calendar regardless of their home district’s calendar for attendance 
purposes.  A calendar is provided on the inside cover of this guide.  Information about calendar changes and 
special events may be found on the Information for Parents webpage at http://dlsec.org/wp/dlsec-
home/information-for-parents/.  
 

CAFETERIA SERVICES 
The Yoakum Independent School District participates in the National School Lunch Program and offers free and 
reduced price meals based on a student’s financial need. Information may be obtained from the home campus.  
The application form must be completed and approved by the student’s home campus.  If the form is returned, 
the student’s parent is liable for the cost of meals through Yoakum ISD.   
 
It is the parent/guardian’s responsibility to notify the Special Programs Secretary in writing of any special dietary 
needs or changes, including long-term or temporary changes, for a RISE student.  This should include food-
related allergies.   
 
RISE students are not allowed to eat lunch off campus unless provisions are made through ARD committee.  
  

CAMERAS 
In accordance with TEC §29.022, cameras may be in use in RISE classrooms and locations where services are 
provided to students with disabilities.  For more information about cameras in special education classrooms, 
please request a copy of “Operating Guidelines for Video Surveillance of Special Education Settings 
Implementing TEC §29.022” from the Special Programs Secretary.   
 

http://dlsec.org/wp/dlsec-home/information-for-parents/
http://dlsec.org/wp/dlsec-home/information-for-parents/
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CELLPHONES 
RISE Program teachers have the discretion to implement additional procedures with regards to cellphones in 
their classrooms. 
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
A change of residence, mailing address, or telephone number should be reported to the home district and 
Special Programs Secretary immediately.   This is for emergency purposes. 

 
COMMUNICATION 
Important information regarding RISE students and the RISE program will be sent home with students in their 
backpacks, binders, or communication logs.  Parents are responsible for regularly monitoring for the information 
sent home with the child.   
 
Information for parents is also posted on the DLSEC website at www.dlsec.org.  Check the “Information for 
Parents” page.   
 
A parent/guardian who wishes to confer with a teacher may call the RISE office for an appointment during the 
teacher’s conference period or request that the teacher call the parent during a conference period or at another 
mutually convenient time. 
 
Email is often a convenient way for parents and teachers to communicate.  DLSEC staff may be reached by using 
the following formula first initial last name@dlsec.org for email.  For example, a teacher named Jane Doe would 
have jdoe@dlsec.org as her email address.   

 
CURRICULUM 
Students in the RISE program receive instruction based on the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills and the 
goals and objectives outlined in their Individualized Education Programs (IEP) determined by ARD committee.  In 
addition to a variety of teacher-selected resources, DLSEC provides access for teachers to the following 
curricular resources to help meet the needs of diverse learners.   
 
Students access the TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) through prerequisite skills that are linked to 
grade level curriculum. 
 
The RISE classrooms utilize a standards-based curriculum with instructional targets that are aligned to the state 
standards.  The primary curriculum for instruction of the TEKS is the Unique Learning System, which is designed 
specifically for students with significant disabilities.   
 
The Unique Learning System (ULS)                                                                                                                                 
Unique Learning System® is an award-winning, online, standards-based set of interactive tools specifically 
designed for students with special needs to access the general curriculum. Used daily in school districts and 
classrooms across the country, Unique Learning System provides preschool through transition students with 
rigorous, standards-based materials specifically designed to meet their instructional needs. 
Users interact with differentiated, thematic units of study with text to speech, interactive components, 
hundreds of activities and multiple opportunities to show what they know. Books, lessons & activities are 
viewable on a variety of hardware platforms, including tablets, whiteboards, and smartboards. Additionally, 
n2y’s proprietary user interface and tools combine with touch technology to encourage engagement and 
exploration of many types of content.  In addition to the educational components, the Unique Learning System 
also provides built in assessment tools for teachers to conduct ability-level benchmark testing in the core subject 

http://www.dlsec.org/
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areas (math, language arts, reading, and writing) as well as monthly checkpoints directly related to each unit in 
order to monitor and graph student progress.  You may review the Unique Learning System curriculum at 
www.n2y.com.  
 
Unique’s foundation is the academic content standards (reading, writing, math, science, and social studies) with 
modified lessons that ensure all students have a way to participate and learn.  A strong emphasis on life skills 
are embedded into each lesson. 
 
Each unit contains 30 special education lesson plans and downloadable materials built around a science or social 
studies theme that teachers can readily implement into classroom learning activities.  Materials are categorized 
into grade bands that are age-appropriate and that are grade aligned with the chronological grade of the 
students (Preschool, Elementary K-2, Intermediate 3-5, Middle School 6-8, High School 9-12, and Transition 12+).  
Learning is new as children progress through higher grades with a three-year cycle of new units for each grade 
band. 
 
Materials are designed in three levels of differentiated tasks to accommodate the diversity of learners with 
significant disabilities.   

 Level 1: Students typically require maximum support with instructional tasks, use pre-symbolic 
communication, and are not able to make a distinctive choice.  For these students, increasing the level 
of participation is the main objective.   

 Level 2: Students may require picture support and other direct support in learning and in the 
demonstration of comprehension.  

 Level 3: Students are typically learning to read text and produce simple writing as well as basic math 
processes, and can independently demonstrate comprehension of modified learning information. 
 

Although RISE utilizes the Unique Learning System as its primary curriculum, additional resources and materials 
are necessary to supplement student learning at the prerequisite skill level. 
To assist students in preparation for the STAAR Alternate 2 assessment, teachers must access the TEKS 
statements and student expectations for each reporting category tested in the State of Texas Assessments of 
Academic Readiness (STAAR).  The TEKS are summarized into essence statements that link the grade-level 
expectations to the prerequisite skills. 
 
It is the expectation that all students enrolled in the RISE program meet the high standards of the state to the 
best of their abilities, achieve individual goals and objectives, and show measurable growth on the STAAR 
Alternate 2. 
 
At the Elementary, Middle School, High School and Transition level, instruction is categorized into areas of 
concentration. 
 
At the Elementary level, there are two areas of concentration: 

 Academics:  The academics at the elementary level focus on Math, Reading, Writing, Science and Social 
Studies.  Instruction for each of these subject areas comes from the pre-requisite skills that are linked to 
grade level curriculum. 

 Independence:  This area of concentration focuses on self-advocacy, communication and self-help skills. 

 

At the Middle School level, there are three areas of concentration: 

http://www.n2y.com/
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 Academics:  The academics at the middle school level focus on Math, Reading, Writing, Science and 

Social Studies.  Instruction for each of these subject areas comes from the pre-requisite skills that are 

linked to grade level curriculum. 

 Independence:  This area of concentration focuses on self-advocacy, communication, community and 

self-help skills. 

 Employability:  This are of concentration focuses on career awareness and exposure to career 

opportunities through on campus jobs.  Job observation, skill development, practice, review and 

reflection are all components of middle school employability. 

 

At the High School level, there are three areas of concentration: 

 Academics:  The academics at the high school level focus on Math, Reading, Writing, Science and Social 

Studies.  Instruction for each of these subject areas comes from the pre-requisite skills that are linked to 

grade level curriculum 

 Independence:  This area of concentration focuses on self-advocacy, communication, community and 

self-help skills. 

 Employability:  This area of concentration focuses on skill application and job procurement through real-

life experiences, both on and off the campus.  Emphasis is placed on understanding job applications and 

resources, characteristics of a marketable employee, knowledge of work duties and responsibilities, job 

safety, and maintenance of a job. 

 

At the Transition level, there are three areas of concentration: 

 Functional Academics:  This area of concentration focuses on the application of academic skills through 

real-life experiences, both on and off the campus. 

 Independence:  This area of concentration focuses on self-advocacy, communication, community self-

help skills and real-world academics. 

 Employability:  This area of concentration focuses on the application of job skills through real-life 

experiences, both on and off campus. 

 

LINKS Curriculum                                                                                                                            
The Links Curriculum (Linking Assessment and Instruction for Independence) is an evidence-based, 
comprehensive, web-based curriculum to teach upper elementary, secondary and postsecondary students with 
autism and other developmental disabilities to be independent across school, community and vocational 
routines. 
 

The Links Curriculum includes detailed lesson plans, visual sequence strips, data systems and assessment.  Links 
is designed to promote student independence in natural environments. The Links online system utilizes a 
curriculum-based assessment to individualize routines for every student. The Links school and community lesson 
plans provide the user with the tools necessary to teach both individual skills and independence in daily 
routines. 
 
In addition, the LINKS curriculum is aligned to Common Core State Standards, is appropriate across 
developmental levels, offers instant progress monitoring through a web-based platform, and provides IEP goal 
and objective recommendations. 
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News-2-You (n2y)  
News-2-You is a weekly current events newspaper that provides a way for ALL learners to become connected to 
and engaged with the world around them.  News-2-You provides the weekly newspaper in five different reading 
levels, utilizing concise, symbol-supported text.  Students access the weekly newspaper issue online with 
interactive speaking pages, or offline, using printable pages for instruction. More than 50 accompanying 
activities are delivered in the weekly theme for multiple guided practice experiences.  The activities, computer 
games and storybooks are engaging and focused on the central topic for the weekly edition of News-2-You. 
 
In addition to weekly editions, News-2-You releases breaking news articles in three categories:  World, Sports, 

and Entertainment. The n2y resources are used and loved by students, administrators, teachers, speech-
language pathologists, parents, assistive technology professionals and entire educational teams so that those 
with special needs can access relevant current events and information and learn through engagement.  You may 
review News-2-You at www.n2y.com.  
 
STAR Program 
The STAR Program (Strategies for Teaching based on Autism Research, Arick, Loos, Falco, Krug, 2004) teaches 
children with autism the critical skills identified by the 2001 National Research Council and uses many of the 
evidence-based practices identified in the  2009 National Standards Report and 2014 National Professional 
Development Report. 
 
The ABA (Applied Behavior Analysis) instructional methods of discrete trial training, pivotal response training 
and teaching functional routines form the instructional base of this comprehensive program for children with 
autism. The STAR Program uses evidence-based instructional practices, provides a comprehensive curriculum-
based assessment and documents progress on IEPs, is aligned to Common Core Standards, meets the individual 
needs of students at various developmental levels, and is the only curriculum that has been validated by 
multiple independent randomized control trials on the market today. 
 
The STAR Program includes detailed lesson plans, teaching materials, data systems and a curriculum-based 
assessment for teaching in the six curricular areas of receptive language, expressive language, spontaneous 
language, functional routines, academics, and play & social skills across three levels of instruction. 
 

 Level 1 begins to teach students to understand basic language concepts and commands; use verbal 
language to request their wants and needs; understand and follow simple routines, such as arrival to 
and departure from an activity area; and begin to participate in independent constructive play.  

 

 Level 2 teaches students to follow two-step commands; use multiple words to make more complex 
requests; use simple verbs; learn the names of other children; play interactively; identify numbers, 
letters, and a few sight words; and answer “wh” questions. 

 

 Level 3 teaches students to expand vocabulary and phrase length; use prepositions and pronouns; read 
functional sight words; write with dictation and from memory; read a simple story in a book, identify 
and use memory; tell time and use this skill with their classroom schedule; add and subtract one-digit 
numbers; follow more complex routines such as computer use, transitioning between locations and 
large group activities in and out of the classroom; participate in school routines such as music, PE, lunch, 
and recess; and play interactively with peers. 

 
VizZle 
VizZle is a web-based, visual learning special education software that is used as a curriculum supplement. 
Teachers may access the evolving visual language library of (currently) over 16,000 lessons that are already 

http://starautismsupport.com/curriculum/research


 

  16 
 

made and proven effective in the classroom or they can create their own lessons based on the individual needs 
of their students and classroom.   With content ranging from state-standard academics to personal hygiene, 
VizZle allows teachers to develop matching boards, schedules, gameboards, interactive content, reinforcers, 
pop-up quizzes, and more.  Lessons can be accessed from any computer, iPad or Smart Board and can be played 
as a whole class, small group and even saved into individual folders for students to independently access based 
on their specific IEP goals.  In addition, teachers have the ability to manage students and print reports for data-
driven decision-making.  A unique feature of VizZle is that it provides teachers with STAAR Alternate 2 resources 
directly related to the Reading Instructional Terms list from 3rd grade through High School.  You may review 
VizZle lessons though a keyword search on an Internet search engine such as Google and on YouTube.  
 

DEWITT-LAVACA SPECIAL EDUCATION COOPERATIVE 
The DeWitt-Lavaca Special Education Cooperative (DLSEC) is a Shared Services Arrangement (SSA) 
consisting of nince member school districts including: 

 Yoakum ISD, Fiscal Agent 

 Ezzell ISD 

 Hallettsville ISD 

 Moulton ISD 

 Nordheim ISD 

 Shiner ISD 

 Sweet Home ISD 

 Vysehrad ISD 

 Yorktown ISD 
 

 
For more information about the services provided by DeWitt-Lavaca Special Education Cooperative, 
contact: 
 

DeWitt-Lavaca Special Education Cooperative  
www.DLSEC.org 

402 Hubbard Street; P.O. Box 737 
Yoakum, Texas 77995 

(361)293-2854; Fax (361)293-6826 
 

DISCIPLINE 
A student who commits an offense in violation of the student code of conduct, campus-specific rules, multi-
district classroom rules and/or individual behavior intervention plan (BIP) shall be subject to appropriate 
disciplinary action.  Disciplinary measures are applied depending on the nature of the offense. 
When imposing discipline, the RISE administrator or designee shall adhere to the following general guidelines: 
 

1. Discipline shall be administered when necessary to protect students, school employees, or property and 
maintain essential order and discipline. 

2. Students shall be treated fairly and equitably.  Discipline shall be based on a careful assessment of the 
circumstances of each case.  Factors to consider shall include: 

a. Seriousness of the offense 
b. Student’s age 

http://www.dlsec.org/
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c. Handicapping condition 
d. Frequency of misconduct 
e. Student’s level of cognition 
f. Potential effect of the misconduct on the school environment 

 
In disciplinary cases involving destruction of property, students may be held financially responsible for the cost 
of repairs or replacements.   
 
Parents will be contacted regarding disciplinary concerns.  Student discipline reports will be sent home with the 
student and by mail.   
 

DRESS AND GROOMING 
RISE students comply with the dress and grooming guidelines in the grade-level appropriate student handbook 
for Yoakum ISD.  Any deviation from these guidelines must be supported by written documentation from the 
attending physician or be based on an ARD committee decision documented in ARD committee meeting 
deliberations.  Documentation must specify required deviation(s) and the duration for which the deviation(s) will 
be allowed.   
 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION AND SCHOOL CLOSING 
In case of emergency, school personnel and parents will be notified of school closing or schedule changes by 
radio and television stations as well as the DLSEC website at www.dlsec.org. 
 
 Radio 107.9 FM KIXS – Victoria 
  95.1 FM KVIC – Victoria 
  92.5 FM KYOC – Yoakum 
 
 TV  Ch. 25 KAVU 
  Ch. 19 KVCT (local cable ch. 7)  
    

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TREATMENT 
Parents are asked to complete an emergency care form each year that includes a place for parental consent for 
school officials to obtain medical treatment for the student, as permitted by law.  Parents shall also be asked to 
supply other information that could be required in case of an emergency; parents should update this 
information as often as necessary. 
 
In the event that emergency medical treatment is necessary, the student will be transported to the nearest 
medical facility.  Every reasonable effort will be made to contact parents and/or the persons listed as emergency 
contacts on student enrollment documentation.  Please contact the Special Programs Secretary if any 
emergency contact information changes over the course of the school year.   
 

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
ARD committees will make decisions regarding RISE students’ participation in extracurricular activities.   

 
GRADUATION CEREMONIES 
Students must meet all requirements of the ARD in order to take part in the graduation exercises.  RISE students 
will have the option of participating in graduation exercises in their home district or in DLSEC’s graduation 
ceremony once requirements for graduation have been met.   
 

http://www.dlsec.org/
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HARASSMENT 
Harassment will not be tolerated by or toward RISE students.  Students are expected to treat other students and 
RISE employees with courtesy and respect; to avoid any behaviors known to be offensive; and to stop these 
behaviors when asked or told to stop. 
 
A substantiated complaint against a student will result in appropriate disciplinary action, according to the nature 
of the offense and the Student Code of Conduct. 
 
RISE program staff encourages parental and student support in its efforts to address and prevent harassment in 
any form in the public schools.  Students and/or parents are encouraged to discuss their questions or concerns 
about the expectations in this area with a teacher, counselor, administrator or designee. 
 
A student who believes he or she has been harassed by another student or by a District employee is encouraged 
to report the incident to the RISE administrator or home district’s Title IX Coordinator.  The allegations will be 
investigated and addressed. 
 
The student or parent may appeal the decision of the administrator regarding the outcome of the investigation 
in accordance with policy FNCL. 
 

InVEST 
In an effort to enable our students to become as independent as possible, the Individual Vocational Education 
and Skills Training (InVEST) program was created to provide our high school and post-high school students the 
opportunity to experience, perform, and develop meaningful skills in a “real life” community environment.   
 
The InVEST program is designed to assist the student in the development of his/her, academic, social, job and 
adaptive behavioral (life) skills.  The instruction is being provided to the students as an integral part of their 
Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) and is directly related to the preparation of the student for 
independent life skills and paid or unpaid (volunteer) employment.  Students in the InVEST program spend time 
in the classroom as well as in the community learning functional and ability-level vocational and life skills that 
foster independence and encourage constructive cooperation and mutual problem solving in the home, school, 
workplace, and community.   
 
The InVEST program was piloted in the spring semester of the 2016-2017 school year and was an instant 
success!  We were fortunate to have the Yoakum High School Cafeteria, Soenghe's Do It Center and H & H 
Bakery as our first partners to allow InVEST students the opportunity to participate in on-and off-campus 'real 
life' job training experiences and we look forward to the addition of more job and life skills training experiences 
in the upcoming school year.    

 
MEDICINE AT SCHOOL 
A student who must take prescription or nonprescription medicine during the school day must bring a written 
request form from his or her parent and the medicine, in its properly labeled container, to the administrator 
before school.  The school nurse or the administrator or trained teacher will either give the medicine at the 
proper times or give the student permission to take the medicine as directed.  Parents of RISE students are 
required to provide a PHYSICIAN’S WRITTEN authorization to administer any medication, when medication is 
needed for more than 10 days or is required to be kept at school.  Parents should notify DLSEC Nurse Supervisor 
or campus health aide immediately when medication changes are made. 
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MEMBER DISTRICT COMPUTER USE POLICY 
Students in the RISE program are afforded the use of Yoakum ISD and DLSEC internet and other electronic 
resources.  Students may only use these resources if they and their parent/guardian have signed and returned 
the required internet use documentation.   
 
A student’s privileges to use the electronic resources may be revoked for inappropriate use. 
 

NONVIOLENT CRISIS INTERVENTION 
In order to promote the care, welfare, safety, and security of all RISE students and staff, it may become 
necessary for staff to implement nonviolent crisis intervention measures.  Staff will utilize nonviolent crisis 
intervention measures only as a last resort when a student engages in behaviors that are perceived to be a 
danger to himself/herself or others.   
 
All RISE staff are trained in the Crisis Prevention Institute’s Nonviolent Crisis Intervention techniques which 
include strategies for prevention of and de-escalation in a crisis situation as well as safe restraints to be used as 
a last resort when a student is behaving in such a way as to be a danger to himself or others around him.    
 
Reasonable efforts will be made to contact parents following the use of a restraint involving a RISE student.  
Relevant documentation will be sent home with the student and by U. S. mail.   
 

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 
Education succeeds best when there is a strong partnership between home and school, a partnership that 
thrives on communication.  The RISE staff values the role of parents in the educational process.  RISE staff asks 
parents: 
 

 To encourage their children to put a high priority on their education and to commit themselves to 
making the most of the educational opportunities the school provides; 

 To stay informed on school activities and issues; 

 To monitor their children’s progress and contact teachers as needed. 

 To keep open lines of communication and a spirit of collaboration between school and home.   

 
PEST CONTROL 
Facilities for RISE program and other DLSEC purposes are periodically treated with pesticides inside buildings.  
Information regarding the application of pesticides is available from DLSEC at (361)293-2854 or Yoakum ISD at 
(361)293-3162. 
 

REPORT CARDS 
RISE students will follow the Yoakum ISD’s grade reporting periods.  Official grades, transcripts, and report cards 
will be maintained by the home district.  Report cards and IEP progress reports will be mailed to the 
parent/guardian.   
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STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICK UP 
The designated area for RISE students to be dropped off or picked up is the driveway marked 
with blue signs stating “Handicapped Drop-Off Zone No Parking” located in front of the RISE 
classrooms.     
 
Parents (and other visitors) who are visiting the RISE classrooms should park in the parking lots 
(not the loading area) and check in at the main campus office before entering our classrooms.  
Please do not block the loading area.   
 
Please refer to the School Hours section for pick up and drop off times.   
 

SCHOOL HOURS 
 Classrooms located at the Multi -District Elementary Building:                                                                         

8:00 a.m. – 3:20 p.m. 
o Students may not arrive prior to 7:30 a.m. 
o Students who ride multi-district buses are released for the day at 3:20 p.m. 

 Classrooms located at Yoakum High School Campus:  
8:00 a.m. – 3:35 p.m. 

o Students may not arrive prior to 7:45 a.m. 
o Students who ride multi-district buses are released for the day at 3:35 p.m. 
 

For students’ safety and supervision, students should not arrive earlier to school than the times designated 
above.  RISE staff will not be on duty to monitor students until 7:30 a.m. at Yoakum Intermediate School or until 
7:45 a.m. at Yoakum High School.   
 

SCHOOL SAFETY 
Student safety on campus and at school-related events is a high priority of the RISE Program.  Although the 
program has implemented safety procedures, the cooperation of students is essential to ensure school safety.  A 
student should: 
 

 Avoid conduct that is likely to put the student or other students at risk. 

 Follow the behavioral standards in this handbook and the student code of conduct, as well as any 
additional rules for behavior and safety set by the administrator, teachers, or bus drivers. 

 Remain alert to and promptly report safety hazards, such as intruders on campus. 

 Know emergency evacuation routes and signals. 

 Follow immediately the instructions of teachers, bus drivers, and other DLSEC employees who are 
overseeing the welfare of students. 

 

STUDENT RECORDS 
Official copies of all RISE student records are maintained by the home district.  Requests for copies of records 
should be placed through the home district.   
 
DLSEC annually purges copies of student records that have exceeded record retention requirements.  Notices 
regarding destruction of records are placed in the area newspapers as well as on district and DLSEC websites.   
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TRANSPORTATION 
Transportation for RISE students shall be provided by the student’s home district as determined by ARD 
committee.  Any changes to a RISE student’s transportation needs should be directed to the Multi-District 
Programs Principal and the home district director of transportation.   
 
Disciplinary issues occurring while a RISE student is in transit to the multi-district site or traveling for a DLSEC-
sponsored event will be addressed by DLSEC administrative staff or designee.  When a RISE student is in transit 
returning to his/her home or home district, any disciplinary incidents will be addressed by the home district 
staff.   
 

VISITORS 
Parents and other visitors are welcome to visit the RISE program.  All parents and other visitors must first check 
in through the campus main office.   Visits to individual classrooms during instructional time shall be permitted 
only with the Multi-District Programs Principal’s approval, and such visits shall not be permitted if their duration 
or frequency interferes with the delivery of instruction or disrupts the normal school environment.  
 

VOLUNTEERS 
From time-to-time, it may be appropriate for a person (such as parent, guardian, grandparent, etc.) to volunteer 
in a classroom or attend a function as an additional chaperone.  Anyone who wishes to volunteer in RISE 
classrooms must comply with Yoakum ISD policy GKG (Legal) prior to performing duties as a volunteer.  For 
additional information, contact Yoakum ISD administration office.   
 

WITHDRAWING FROM SCHOOL 
When a student withdraws from the RISE program, a parent/guardian must send written notification to the 
Multi-District Programs Principal specifying the reason for withdrawal and the final day the student will be in 
attendance.  The student must be officially withdrawn from his/her home district. 
 
Prior to the last day of attendance, all DLSEC materials must be returned to the RISE teacher and all fines and 
fees must be cleared.   
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RESOURCES FOR PARENTS 
 
Community Resources Coordination Group – crcg.hhs.texas.gov/  
DeWitt-Lavaca Special Education Cooperative – dlsec.org     
DLSEC Information for Parents Webpage – dlsec.org/wp/dlsec-home/information-for-parents/    
Education Service Center, Region 3 – esc3.org  
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (US Department of Education) – 
www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html  
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (US Department of Education) – sites.ed.gov/idea/   
Legal Framework for the Child-Centered Special Education Process – framework.esc18.net 
News-2-You – www.n2y.com  
Nonviolent Crisis Intervention – www.crisisprevention.com/  
Texas Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services – http://www.dars.state.tx.us/  
Texas Education Agency – tea.texas.gov   
Turtle Wing Foundation -- www.turtlewingfoundation.org  
Unique Learning Systems – www.n2y.com  
Yoakum Independent School District – www.yoakumisd.net 
 

ĊĊĊĊĊĊĊĊĊĊĊĊĊĊĊĊĊĊĊĊĊ 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://crcg.hhs.texas.gov/
http://dlsec.org/wp/
http://dlsec.org/wp/dlsec-home/information-for-parents/
http://www.esc3.org/
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/
http://framework.esc18.net/display/Webforms/LandingPage.aspx
http://www.n2y.com/
http://www.crisisprevention.com/
http://www.dars.state.tx.us/
http://tea.texas.gov/
http://www.turtlewingfoundation.org/
http://www.n2y.com/
http://www.yoakumisd.net/
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SITE MAPS 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
 

ADD – Attention Deficit Disorder 

ADHD – Attention Deficit with Hyperactivity Disorder 

AI – Auditorily Impaired 

APE – Adapted Physical Education 

ARD – Admission, Review, and Dismissal 

ARDc – Admission, Review and Dismissal committee 

AT – Assistive Technology 

AU – Autism 

BIP – Behavior Intervention Plan 

CBI – Community-Based Instruction  

CPI – Crisis Prevention Institute 

Diag. – Diagnostician  

DLSEC – DeWitt-Lavaca Special Education Cooperative  

DNQ – Does Not Qualify 

EC –early childhood 

ECE – Early Childhood Education 

ECI – Early Childhood Intervention 

ED – Emotionally Disturbed 

ESL – English as a Second Language 

ESY – Extended School Year 

FAPE – Free Appropriate Public Education 

FBA – Functional Behavior Assessment 

FERPA – Family Educational Rights &  

FIE – Full and Individual Evaluation 

GE – Grade Equivalent 

GOALS – Giving Opportunities, Accelerated Learning and Socialization; a multi-district program 

HC – Handicapping Condition 

Home campus – the Texas public school the student would legally attend if not disabled 

Home district – the Texas public school district in which the child legally resides or has been accepted into 

through a formal transfer process 

IA – Instructional Arrangements code 

ID – Intellectual Disability  

IDEA – Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

IEE – Independent Educational Evaluation 

IEP – Individualized Education Plan 

InVEST Program – Individual Vocational Education and Skills Training Program 

IQ – Intelligence Quotient 

IRI – Informal Reading Inventory 
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ISD – independent school district 

ISEP – Intensive Support Educational Program 

ISS – In-School Suspension 

ITP – Individual Transition Plan 

K – Kindergarten  

LD – Learning Disabled 

LEA – Local Education Agency 

LEP – Limited English Proficiency 

LPAC – Language Proficiency Assessment Committee 

LRE – Least Restrictive Environment 

LSSP – Licensed Specialist in School Psychology 

MD – Multiple Disabilities 

MDR – Manifestation Determination Review 

Multi -District – refers to programs or classes that bring children from across the 12 member districts to 

participate   

NCEC – Noncategorical Early Childhood 

NCI – Nonviolent Crisis Intervention  

n2y – News-2-You curriculum resource 

O & M – Orientation and Mobility  

OHI – Other Health Impaired 

OI – Orthopedically Impaired 

OT – Occupational Therapy 

PEIMS – Public Education Information Management System 

PII – Personally Identifiable Information  

PPCD – Preschool Program for Children with Disabilities 

PT – Physical Therapy 

REED – Review of Existing Evaluation Data 

RISE – Special Education Academic and Life Skills; a multi-district program  

SI – Speech Impaired 

SLP – Speech/Language Pathologist 

Sp. Ed. – Special Education 

SSA – Shared Services Arrangement; DLSEC is a Shared Services Arrangement for 12 member districts to share 

special education services.   

SSP – Service Support Personnel; SSPs support students, staff, and families as they navigate the special 

education process 

STAAR – State of Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness 

TEA – Texas Education Agency 

TEC – Texas Educational Code  

TEKS – Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 

TPRI – Texas Primary Reading Inventory 

ULS – Unique Learning System curriculum resource 

VAC – Vocational Adjustment Class 

VI – Visually Impaired 
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Notice to Parents Regarding Pest Management Program 
 

 

Yoakum Independent School District 
Integrated Pest Management Program 

 
 
According to Section 595.8© of Title 22 Texas Administrative Code, all schools that periodically apply pesticides indoors are required to 
notify parents or guardians of children attending that school about pesticide use at the time of the child’s registration.  Notification is the 
responsibility of the chief administrator of the school or educational institution or day-care. 

 
 

NOTICE TO PARENTS 
 
 
Yoakum Independent School District periodically applies pesticides as part of an integrated pest management 
program.  All persons applying at Yoakum Independent School District are required to receive special training in 
pesticide application and pest control. In addition, Yoakum Independent School District has a policy that requires 
use of non-chemical pest control tactics whenever possible that pesticides may periodically be applied. 
 
Should you have any further questions about pesticide use, including the types and timing of treatments, you 
may contact: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eric Thiry 
315 East Gonzales Street 

Yoakum, TX 77995 
361-293-3162 
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Aiding Students Who Have Learning Difficulties or Who Need Special 

Education or Section 504 Services 
For those students who are having difficulty in the regular classroom, all school districts and open enrollment 
charter schools must consider tutorial, compensatory, and other academic or behavior support services that are 
available to all students, including a process based on Response to Intervention (RtI). The implementation of RtI 
has the potential to have a positive impact on the ability of districts and charter schools to meet the needs of all 
struggling students. 

If a student is experiencing learning difficulties, his or her parent may contact the individual(s) listed below to 
learn about the school’s overall general education referral or screening system for support services. This system 
links students to a variety of support options, including making a referral for a special education evaluation or 
for a Section 504 evaluation to determine if the student needs specific aids, accommodations, or services.  A 
parent may request an evaluation for special education or Section 504 services at any time.  

Special Education Referrals: 

If a parent makes a written request for an initial evaluation for special education services to the director of 
special education services or an administrative employee of the school district or open enrollment charter 
school, the district or charter school must respond no later than 15 school days after receiving the request. At 
that time, the district or charter school must give the parent a prior written notice of whether it agrees to or 
refuses to evaluate the student, along with a copy of the Notice of Procedural Safeguards.  If the school district 
or charter school agrees to evaluate the student, it must also give the parent the opportunity to give written 
consent for the evaluation.  

Please note that a request for a special education evaluation may be made verbally and does not need to be in 
writing.  Districts and charter schools must still comply with all federal prior written notice and procedural 
safeguard requirements and the requirements for identifying, locating, and evaluating children who are 
suspected of being a child with a disability and in need of special education. However, a verbal request does not 
require the district or charter school to respond within the 15-school-day timeline. 

If the district or charter school decides to evaluate the student, it must complete the student’s initial evaluation 
and evaluation report no later than 45 school days from the day it receives a parent’s written consent to 
evaluate the student.  However, if the student is absent from school during the evaluation period for three or 
more school days, the evaluation period will be extended by the number of school days equal to the number of 
school days that the student is absent. 

There is an exception to the 45-school-day timeline.  If a district or charter school receives a parent’s consent for 
the initial evaluation at least 35 but less than 45 school days before the last instructional day of the school year, 
it must complete the written report and provide a copy of the report to the parent by June 30 of that year. 
However, if the student is absent from school for three or more days during the evaluation period, the June 30th 
due date no longer applies. Instead, the general timeline of 45 school days plus extensions for absences of three 
or more days will apply. 

Upon completing the evaluation, the district or charter school must give the parent a copy of the evaluation 
report at no cost. 

Additional information regarding special education is available from the district or charter school in a companion 
document titled Parent’s Guide to the Admission, Review, and Dismissal Process.  
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Contact Person for Special Education Referrals: 

The designated person to contact regarding options for a student experiencing learning difficulties or regarding 
a referral for evaluation for special education services is: 

Contact Person:  Tessa Sanchez  

Phone Number:  361-293-2854 

Section 504 Referrals: 

Each school district or charter school must have standards and procedures in place for the evaluation and 
placement of students in the district’s or charter school’s Section 504 program. Districts and charter schools 
must also implement a system of procedural safeguards that includes notice, an opportunity for a parent or 
guardian to examine relevant records, an impartial hearing with an opportunity for participation by the parent 
or guardian and representation by counsel, and a review procedure. 

  

Contact Person for Section 504 Referrals: 

The designated person to contact regarding options for a student experiencing learning difficulties or regarding 
a referral for evaluation for Section 504 services is: 

Contact Person:  Tessa Sanchez 

Phone Number:  361-293-2854 

Additional Information: 

The following websites provide information and resources for students with disabilities and their families. 

 Legal Framework for the Child-Centered Special Education Process 

 Partners Resource Network 

 Special Education Information Center 

 Texas Project First 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://framework.esc18.net/display/Webforms/LandingPage.aspx
http://www.partnerstx.org/
http://www.spedtex.org/
http://www.texasprojectfirst.org/
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Please complete  

the following page and  

remove it from this guide to return 

to the Multi-District Programs 

Principal.    
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RISE PROGRAM STUDENT INFORMATION GUIDE RECEIPT 
 
 
 
 
Name of Student:  _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
 
I acknowledge that I have received, read, understand, and agree to abide by the rules, regulations, and 
procedures in this guide. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature of Parent:  ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Date of Signature:  ____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 

 


